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The Design/Build process is. no  doubt. a \ahable  educational 
expereince for architecture students. In the beginning !ears. 
 hen students make decisions not based on experience arid 
knowledge. but on trial and error. desigdbuild offers an 
opportunit! for students to question. to test and to learn in a 
rim-traditional na j .  In I u p s t  of 2001. the Department of 
Architecture Mas inxited to participate in a design charrette at 
Camp Aldersgate in Little Rock. AR.. The focus of the tno-dal 
exent Mab to delelop potential projects for students in the 
architecture department to design and build with the campers 
being the primar:, beneficia?. Camp Ildersgate. located in the 
heart of Little R o c l ~  1 R  is a camp uith a unique historj. 
Founded b j  the United Vethodist gomen,  the camp was 
originally del eloped to promote racial unit! and understanding. 
Todaj. the primaq focus of the camp is serving children uith 
disabilities. Each summer. Camp Aldersgates' JIed Camps offers 
x\eeklong g e t a ~ a y s  for children with disabilities ranging from 
cerebral palsy and muscular d j s t r o p h ~  to asthma. diabetes and 
other chionic illnesses. The camps are designed to offer 
children the opportunity to participate in the actixities their 
disabilitiesa usuallj do not allow. Through the summer med- 
camps. ueekend respite programs and KOTI  camps. Camp 
Ildersgate serzes approximatel! 500 children annuall!. Canoe- 
ing. fishing. swimming. and scuba dixing are just a feu of the 
dctixities foi these apecial campers. 

Lhring the suinniei of 2002. I led eight fiist- and second- Tear 
aichitecture students through the de;igning and huilding of an 
archer! pazilion for the camp. The  design include; a cokered 
paxilion \+it11 seating for 20 people and arnple rooin for 
x\heelchairs. adjustable archel? shooting stations. and a back- 
stop and target wall. The design. completed in just eight x+eeLs. 
co-t about $15.000 and \\as made posiible h j  genelous grants 

from the  Contractor's Licensing Board and the Wilcox Group of 
Little Rock. Additional donations of materials or  senices by 
1CJIE Brick. Riggs Rentals. and habholz Construction kept the 
project on time and under budget. I t  the archer!: paxilion 
dedication. Can Talker. Executive Director for Camp Alders- 
gate. said. -'If you nez er do anything else meanin,&l in !our 
life. Itnow that this project is meaningful to the  camp and the 
campers. 

The design/build experience is an ideal opportunit! for 
students to appl:, the  k n o ~ l e d g e  gained during t h e  earl! !ears 
of the architectural education. The focus of those beginning 
years includes fundamental aspects of 2- and 3-dimensional 
design. materiality. arid enxironmental and human beha~ior 
issues. Other pedagogical xalues of the desigdbuild experience 
include: 

students learn hands-on construction methods and realize a 
project from drawings to phjsical completion 

the abstract. hard to teach concepts of accessibilitj are dealt 
n i th  directl!. and the students hale  the opportunit! to learn 
from the children the challenges of being physicall! disahled 

issues of en\ ironmental resporisibilit~. adaptix e reuse. and 
recycling are addressed during the construction procebs (one 
goal for the project is to use post-consurner products. found 
materials. and building materials reused or recycled fiom 
large-scale construction sites) 

the student; learn the ~ a l u e  of the t ollaboratix e pro( e+ as 
they M ork x(ith other students and \t it11 professional .r olun- 
teers from the lmilding industq and design profession 

the students gain the understanding of architecture a* a 
s e n  ice profession ~ i t h  an opportunit! to affect change in the 
chi ldren"~ lixes througli their senice at Camp Udersgate 


